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Dilemmas of development of agriculture and rural areas in the countries of the 

Visegrad Group 

 

More than 50 scientists from 8 countries of Central and Eastern Europe debated 

during the research conference in Zakopane (18-21.10.2015) on models of agricultural 

and rural development in the context of the balance between competitiveness and 

sustainable development of agriculture and rural areas in the Visegrad countries (eg. 

Poland, Hungary , the Czech Republic and Slovakia) as well other countries in the 

region. 

 

The development of agriculture and rural areas in Europe depends on many factors, 

including increasingly perceived pressures of globalization. The pressure of international 

organizations (eg. WTO) on the liberalization of trade in agri-food products in the EU is a 

prerequisite for reflection on the future and legitimacy of a deep financial intervention in 

agriculture. In the opinion of EU policy makers in the perspective of the Europe 2020 

Strategy development of the food industry should take into account the respect for natural 

resources. On the other hand, rural development is to be focused on deepening social 

integration, as well as the prevention from various forms of exclusion (eg. by creating jobs). 

Then, the question arises: how to cobine the idea of competitiveness (at various levels of the 

marketing chain), and sustainable and innovation-based development of the agri-food sector? 

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), in existence since 1962, in their original 

plans based on "partnership" between the agricultural sector, rural areas, and the rest of 

society. Framework issues of food security, sustainable agriculture, or more broadly - food 

economy, prosperity in rural areas are important for all EU countries, however, ways to solve 

some of the problems should be adapted to the conditions of social and economic individual 

states (which the European Commission underlines in one of document from 2014). The 

complex process of decision-making at EU needs to take into account the needs of groups of 

countries. The Visegrad Group (Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia), which is 

the heir to the tradition started by the Central European Initiative (Central European Initiative, 

CEI), is currently the forum for discussion on relevant socio-economic problems of countries 

with experience behind the economic transformation. Different models of agriculture and 

rural development in the various countries of the group are due to the specific conditions and 

the structure of agriculture. 

In the Czech Republic and Slovakia as well as Hungary, the share of employed in 

agriculture in the total number of employees is relatively low (<5% of total employment), 

compared to the Polish (> 10%). In both countries formed after the breakup of 

Czechoslovakia dominant role is played by agricultural holdings (not just household 

individuals, but also companies and cooperatives) with an average area of over 100 ha of 

agricultural land. The large scale of production is indicated by the gross value added 

(expressed in EUR) achieved by the average holding:  in the Czech Republic and Slovakia 



this is more than several times higher than in Poland, and several times higher than in 

Hungary,  

 
Table 1. Agricultural sectors in the countries of the Visegrad Group (2013) 

State The share of 

employed in 

agriculture in the 

total number of 

employees  [%] 

Economic 

size *A [thous. 

EUR] 

Area of 

utilised 

arable area  

[ha] 

Crop 

output per 

hectare of 

UAA 

[EUR/ha]  

Livestock 

output per 

livestock 

unit 

  [EUR/LU]  

Gross 

value 

added 

[EUR] 

Czechy 3,0 246,7 232,93 830,50 1230,44 178006 

Węgry 4,8 44,7 45,02 925,20 1157,25 34911 

Polska 12,0 24,1 19,11 828,75 1127,12 16678 

Słowacja 3,3 474,4 594,82 621,55 865,10 268247 

 

Note: * per agricultural holding in the form of farm  or legal entity; A expressed in the value of the Standard 

Production (Standard Output, SO). 

Source: own study based on data from the OECD (variable The share of employed "...") and the EU FADN 

(other variables). 

 

Nevertheless, in all countries experts indicated on the well-organized food industry, as 

a key element of the competitiveness of the agri-food sector. In addition to an efficient 

processing industry, an important role in all V4 countries is played by a large specialized 

agricultural holdings, that posses not only production potential, but also possibilities of 

implementation of the most modern production technologies, conducive to environment 

protection. Poland, as a country with a large share of small, family farms, especially in 

comparison with other V4 countries, can build its model of sustainable and competitive 

development of agriculture on local food systems (i.e. shortening the way the products from 

the farmer/local processor to the consumer). Such an approach requires government support 

and significant investment not only in the organisation systems of fine processing of agri-food 

products, but also in the market organization.  

In all countries of Visegrad Group local initiatives leading to purchase food directly 

from the manufacturer become more popular. Consumers feel the satisfaction of recognising 

the origins of food products they may buy. It turns out that modern technologies enable  local 

producers to provide their offer outside the country. In Poland and other V4 countries, via the 

Internet,  an average (in terms of income earned) family household can afford and buy fresh 

citrus from the Mediterranean countries. There is a need for strengtening the role of regional 

products and local systems of production, promotion and distribution of food, using a small, 

family farms, as an added value, using the growing demand for food, the origin of which can 

be easily identified. Interestingly, such opportunities see also our neighbors (the Czechs, 

Hungarians, Slovaks) whose farms are much larger and often more specialized. They express 

both expectations for food quality, representing geographical origin, as well as a growing 

demand for foods of local origin, from small-scale producers and processors. It is therefore 

possible, under certain conditions at state level, to reconcile the requirements of the 



competitiveness of the sector and its sustainability. The neighborhood, as well as the 

experience of transformation in V4, tend to look for potential areas of synergy. Neighborly 

cooperation, not only at the formal, but also based on bottom-up initiatives can bring 

multilateral benefit as diverse agri-food chains will be a major factor in the development of 

agriculture and rural areas in the future. 

 

The conference in Zakopane was organised by:  the Institute of Agricultural and Food 

Economics - National Research Institute (in Warsaw, Poland as the main organiser), 

together with the European RuralDevelopment Network (www.erdn.eu) and 

project partners: 

 Agrárgazdasági Kutató Intézet (AKI),  

 Budapest, Hungary, Česká Zemědělská Univerzita v Praze (ČZU), Praha,  

 Czech Republic, Slovenská Poľnohospodárska Univerzita (SPU) v Nitre, Slovakia 

 

These organisation are implementing the project entitiled The central-eastern EU model for 

competitive and sustainable agriculture and rural development. supported by the 

International Visegrad Fund (IVF) - Standard Grant (Standard Grant No. 21510044 
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